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A Commentary on the Prophecy of JOEL. y E _ POCOCKE, 
D. D. Canon of << hriit- LC hurch, and Repius “ol eifor of the Hiebrew 
Tongue, in the Unrverfity of O% stord, Fo/, Oxon. 1691. fh. 47 
pag. 173-. Sold by Zho. Bennet. 


p HIS Learned man, a little before his death, finifh’d 

his Commentary upon Joel, and his method is 
much the fam e with that he ea in his Xpo- 
fition of Micah and Hofea. He leaves nothing that 
may have any difficulty unexplain’d ; whether it 


4e 


bein t} - Signification of the Words.or Sn their Con- 
5 


ftruétion. He relates the different Tranflations and [xplications of 


~ 


the Commentators, cp cially of fuch among the Fews as have made 
4 particular {tudy of the Hebrew Tongue, and kept to the literal al 
fence. And as our knowledge of the Sacred Speech is not perlect 
en ough to hit alwaies the true and full meaning of the H. Writers, 
having no other Book written in that L angulage befick es the Bible ; he 
oiten “enquires into the jignification of the syriack and Arabick 
words, which are of near affinity to the Hebrew. But ithis Inter- 
pretations are learned and curious, they are no Iecfs ufeful to young 
Divines ; for he lays fo fully ope ‘n the féveral Heads of ever; pat 
fie, that it is hare lly pollible to find out, after him, any th ing neM 
and valuable, or to compofe a bad Sermon in making ufe er ha 
Commentary. 

As to the Author of this Prophecy, it is al — er unknown in 
what Age he liv’d, or of what Tribe he was, only fome ‘Conjecture 
that he muft have been contempors ary to fome of the latter Kings 
of fuda, becaufe he does not mention the Ten Tribes, (.2) whenee 
they inferr, That they were led away y into Captivity betore his tim 
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7 “ve S prophetical Sermon is divided into two parts, the firft 
to C. ii, 18. concerns a Plague of L ocufts,.t hat ihould.or were already 
come onthe I and. of | ude #,to punijh the or of the Inh abitants ; 
and the fecond treats of the K ingdom of the Adejiah, and of the eye. 
ral ? : § } Hould attend it. 

ndertiood by thefe Locutts, is a great Queftion 
niators; tome wall have them to be Natural Ip- 
OW it on what time to fix the ercat Famine 
- caus’d, and pu izzled betides by what is 
x. 14. That before i/ | 


y 1 . 
e 177 


“< 


2 
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if » NW hidha& JF cthlas \ 
cod the Land ef Fudea. 
Way is, to aohpnaan rhe words ears | 
) any to apply chem to other things. As 
it may be f sive d by faying.that a ipeaks of 
ts, or of their coming all together in one day, 
Where. e! {peaks of the niultit ide of t thofe In. 
cir ducceflive coming tour years together, kind after kind; 
uit the oll rion. thac molt pleats s our Author, i iS, that what 1s {po- 
nin Exodyzshas a particular refped to Ecypt,and wi iat the Prophet 
avs here a eas to Sim, accot ‘ding to the refi rick ion fet down 
concerning the Tit od. 1X. £8. And ; as to the Scripture’s’ filence 
about the Panne Po ‘odue’d by thofe Locufts, ic cannot be“tnferred 
from thence, that there was none Sachs, forafmuch as the H. Writers 
never intended to shew the fulfilling of each Prophecy,- but conten- 
ted thenifelves with giving us an Abr np eee of the Hiftory, of the 
Jewilh €Charch and Kingdom. And accor lingly there are many 
memor nv e De rths , but occafionall) relared'in the time of Abraham, 
re , Rat Sa ml, Elijah, Elifha, Gen. xt. ro. xxvii. 1. Xd. Ruth i 
I Rin. XVill. 2. 2 Kim. iv. 32 


~~ * 


L¥ E fecond part of this Prophiscy is the moft confiderable 
Ar iftians, it being an evident proof of the Divinity of our 
amt the ‘Feow's, as will appear by the > folloy wing obferva a 
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I. ie shoder n 1 Rabbis as Maimonides, Kirchi, Aben — 


inel, Ore. agree with their ancient a Vs inapplying this | 
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,inthe proper, primitive, and literal fence, to the Ki 
The Gifts here promifed are altogether fpiritual , 
ave no relation to the Temporal Melfiah and Earthly Reffaur. 
xpected by the ews. 3. The Diftinction between Sexes and 
ndicions is plainly taken away, the Gift of Prophecy being p. 
mis co younr Aten, Women, Servants, and Handmaics, 
a agamit 
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saint the exprefs difpofition of the Law of AMofi;, under whic 
none was permi sap either to teach or prophecy , unleis he was o! 
far con's Pofterity, r had prov’d himfett a Prophet, either by fon 
Miracle, or the ster of any of his Predictions ; or unlets he wa 
brought up in the College of Prophets, or approv’d by the Sanhedrra. 
Now this imports a St ufpention at ‘eaft, ifnota toral Abolition cf the 
remonial and political part of the Law. ©4. This Promite bez. 
to be fulfilled immediately upon the death of our Saviour, and 
Gitt of Prop Ihecy continued fo, till the periect eftablifhment of C) 
ftianity ; but no other time, except thefe firft Ages of the Chur 
can be aligned, to which the words of ‘Yee! may be any yappi 
cable. It will move either pity or laughter co = the ftrefsthe “Fes 
are put upon to exphiis the 29.Ve ‘fe of the aes Chapters ing aio ut 


the Servants, aad Upon the Han dmai aS WI! Y I} DOM OUT 7) [piri ° kor, ‘Th 
a Maxim amongft ’em, That Prophecy does wot refi de on any but on one 


' / ) y sa a 

bal 7S 22/1 Cs Vallant, ana rich . Or, as Gi ITS W O!] ds iT, Spiritis W071 VE- 
wr = r ' ’ } : 

Atle Cil (7¢per AMLIAGH Dit! per is 5 r hat t 2 S DIL] “LOLI Fi re? g 4 CR i 
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of af oor man. Whiclt has fome fhadow of tr | 
State ic Was not lawiul to them to make their Brothers Slaves, b: 
deltroys their Prop dices, toralmuch as the Servants avd Handimers, 
to whom the Li. Spirit is here promisd, mutt needs he of anor 


Nation, and needy Gantrits Abarbinel means to e'cape, by te 
ling us, That it is not the Spirit of Prophecy, but the Spirit of Auow leds 
and fe fear 7 be Lord: Whee K, mehi oblervi ing by the Connexicn | 
the words, that this explication rey Oppofite to the fence'of tiie 


Prophe t, ingenuoufly confeiles, that thefe Servants and Handirs 
would be Heathens, but fuch as Thould he conver: - before 


we C . tél 
f God, that 1s, of ofes, but if they be Converts or Profelites 
th ey will be Servants no more, jince a Goneiiatte we becomes iree by 
the proteflion of fudaifim, » untets f he exprefly declares at his Baprifin, 
he 


f 
il continue ein his Slave Befides, upon what ground do 


‘Gus e 
tl 


at hew 
th Cy 1 ath t 
. . a “ tr sro Yr i | ¥ a : : (" ] 2 
hewilline to remain Servants'when they might be free. efpecially in 
< i < i } " 


: ; 3 ares 

dee a q : 1 1} . ‘ 

} 1a : }a - > a @ Sf *. Ly prayed 3 Wor ‘ _ 34774 - } 
AUUne Wren tie P22’ pe LO MLOAUC ain OTher uvations, and ma 
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as many Slaves as they rlcaie ? 

The fecond Verfé cf the chird Chanter, [ail allo wathe 
UNS, and bring them down inte the val ‘ 3 a fej oth apha C5 hi 
great deal of perplexity to the Jewil | PopithConimentato 

irlt gene rally ul inderftand by all Nations G rand J 


ic 
bean T iit 5, Who ‘hail be de! ed mea 
ae vyth/ a } ae } icone bP . i ? 
oh bOTT EYL’ l2gij F the ! 0rd, MUM CAiadten All] (his SALI ne < j 
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rain fuch a general Probate to thofe few Proizites, that {hail 
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t. 3%. af Nations, Edom anad+ . pis | 
sar sat fons, Edom and ihmael, thatis the CoriPians and the 


Lwuiann™ ° 
weeensens, Whom God fhall turn into blood, or take vengeance of 


tliem, infiich a manner as he did in Febsfhaphat’s time, of the zy, “ 
bsres, Ammonites, and the Inhabitants of Ser, who defeated one ano. 
ther in the Valley of Berachz. 

As tothe Papilts, they think to have found here the proper nanje 
of the place where the final Judgment fhall be celebrated ; and 4; 
they are accultomed to Miracies, they don’e {tick at all at the nar. 
rownei; of the Valley,nor at the unconceivable penetration of Bodies 
which muft needs be fuppos’d to {hut up therein as many men as have 
liv’d, or Shall live, cill the lait day. However, there is no neceftity 
for that, fince we do not rad of any place properly called The Valley 
ef Jehoshaphat ; and it feems rather, in reference to its fignitication, 
to be an appellative name, that denotes any place wherein God {hall 
appoint to yudge the W orld. 


A AK. 


THE BOOK OF PSALMS paraphrasd; with Arguments to 
each Plalm. By 3 IMON PATRICH, D. D. Dean of Pe- 
terborough, ow L. Bilhop of Ely. The Secend Edition correcied, 8vo. 
Lond. for L. Mered’ch at the Angel im Amen-corner, 1691. fh.464. 
pag. ‘TiS: 
F all Authors gave fuch a plain Idea of cheir Defign as this Reve- 
rend Prelate doth :n his Preface, fournalifis might {pare their 
pains, for a fimple Catalogue of Books would be fall as good. How- 
ever, fince the Mode‘ly of an Author can never be fo great, but an 
indifferent peifon is alwaies look’d upon as a mie credible Witneds, 
{ {hail make fome Obfervations on this Paraphrafe. 

Tho.e that would find the Heads of a sermon in a Commentary, 
or adorn their publick Diicourles with the varieus Opinions of In- 
terpreters, muff confult other Pooks; but to fuch as defire only to 
inderftand the true ience of thofe divine Songs, and the occatfions 

ic y Wore written, this Paraphrafe will give an entire {a- 


vate 
wiw™ 
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tavr errl q '4 7 
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tistaction ; for, it is f clear, and fo well prowd by a careful 

rence to other paffages, (as,altio by the Arguments prefix’d to every 
im) shat a farcher ntuitration would feem tupertivous. 
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His way of paraphrafing doth not confift in heaping up fy noni- 
mous words upon one another, but_in rendring Hebraiims into trae 
English Expreflions and Phrates : We need not go very far to find 
ivelyinftances of it,but take for inftance the 1/?.Ver. ofthe 1/?.Pialm. 
Hethat doth not throughly under{tand the Hebrew tongue,weuld be 
apt to think, that this verfe is made up of three bare Repetitions ; 
but if you read with attention our Doctor’s Paraphrale, you will find 
that each of them hath a particular Energy and Signitication. 

The words of the Prophet are, Bleffed 1s the man that walketh mot 17 
the counfel of the unyodly, nor standeth in the 2 ry of finners, mor fittet hom 
the feat of the fcornful. Which he thus paraphrafes ; “ Great ts the 
“ Happinefs of that man, unfpeakably great, who hath not trod in 
“the fteps of the Ungodly, who have no other rue cf their Actions, 
“but their own Lutts and Paflions ; or if he hath at any time been 
“fedued by them, timely retracted his Folly, and did not pertilt, 
“like thofe obdurate wretches, in evil courfés, much lefS perfevered 
“ fo long, and proceeded fo far in his Impiety, as to refolve to be one 
“of that peftilent Company, who deride and feoff at all Relt 
“ gion. 

Theve obferv’d fome Interpretations of Paflages that I don’t re- 
member to have read any where elfe, as P/al. go. uv. 10. The days of our 
years are threefcore and ten, Orc. fuppofing, as certain, that this Pfalm 
has been written by Ado/es, according to the ‘Title of it, ie conceives, 
that he compofed it when the J/rae/ites murmured at the relation that 
the Spies brought them of the Land of Promife, Numdb.xiv. that the: 
God fhortened their Lives to Seventy or Eighty years at the moft, an: 
fuffer’'d them not to arrive to the age of their Ancettors, or of Ades, 
Caleb, and Fofhua, Gc. whofe days he prolonged to One hundred and 
Twenty years. 

He interprets thele two Hebraifms, Ben-adax and Ben-ifh, the Son 
of Man, and the Sons of Aien, Princes, C;sovernours or Rulers of Cit 


% Va. thiac “= he ~~ ‘wanes Verr oc ‘3 einer tA) tA iy - 
People ; which Phrafes occurring very often in this Holy Book 


~ 
A 
} 
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have given occafion to the Author to illuftrate a gieat number o! 
pailages; fee Pfal iv. 22. viii. 3. Iwill, x. Ixxx. 17. cxlvi. 3 
But what is more confiderable in this Difcovery , is, chat it yields 
ap.ain reafon of the Title of Son -of Adame, which our Saviour gives 
tohimfelf: For, if Sou of AfimMignifie Prince or Lord, ’tis evidene, 
that Chrift could not chule a imore proper Name, to lee the Fer 
conceive, that though he appeared outwardjy in a contemprible 
tate, yet he was the A“<iE-+, that Great Prince premifed by fo 
many Pr : al | 


Man. 
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As to Allegories and myttical Explications, you will find nope jg 
this Paraphrafe, unlefs ic be in fuch places where our Saviour or his 
Apoitles have applied the Prophet’s words to fome part of the F Var. 





gelical Difpenfation ; but where he wanted their guidance, he has 
noc pre lum) d (¢) do it, Becauje, as he, I did wor know } whether th 
Holy Ghoft, who indited the words, bad rejpeét to this time, as well ay + 
thole Hiftorres torwnich I faw a clear Warrant to appl) thewa, 

L. 


DE DISTANTIA TERRA A FIRMAMENTO 
philo fophica. 


AL CTL aldo 


ea T1E Author intends to prove, chat the diftance between ¢ 
% Earth and the Firmament ts almolt infinitely lefs than is vul. 
garly believed. 

_ He divides this Dilcourfe into three parts 5 the firtt examines 
the common Opinio n that makes chat Interval pt digiowlly great, 
WIZ. 2261250 emi-diameters of the arth ; the Aftronomers eround- 


* Clavivs in 1N g their suppoti ition upon this P rine: ipie, ‘That the j Earth | is but a 


his Com ment Po: nt compared to the Firmament. : the new Philofophers, Des 
* 1¢ F 

os i - eo Cartes makes that diftance 1 incompara y Br eater. 

co, 164,  Lodealfairly wich his Adverfaries, ae uthor relates the Demoii- 


{tration of Sacro Bofco, which 4s approv'd of by all the old Aftrono- 
mers, and may be eafily conceived by the fc Nowi ing Ficsure 












The UPorks of the Learned. 
The Circle, ABC D, reprefents the Earth, E F G1 the Firma- 


ment; the Line HCD the Axis. tthe Earth, cutting the Horizon; 
[AF is the v ifual of a Man jituated in A, and loaking tow ards 


line 
For cowards I. Now, fince from the point A the Eye difcov ers 
13 Firma 2a ment, as eafily as if one was p laced in the cen- 
-of the Earth, an dl its half-Diameter taken away ; fora{much as he 


Rit {oes G fens a if the — ack above the Li zon, ic follows, thar 
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iw 
bt , 1. . ‘ . tof i linatee 
ene Arch it t in Ciie Cur e of the | 4 umament, 1S jC: C: clil a Point, 
e * > * . f° ‘ 7 
. it doth not | aks rus from pereciving one half ct the Hea- 
Ge Lk ae > L ti A Lind Liv i Js i pe ~~. At re it 4044 wd ~- wet 
retry 
twas 
aig / i ar = ee s se hi ys yd 
jjercupon tre Au uthor Obplierves, that tic a O: Cemes om a fatie 
: ae ' is e, ° Note at A: 
Ssuppok:tion, namely, that the vilual line ft AD is pa ae to the Axis 
Je 4 a hr, Be ee a 2 I i ee | 
othe garth fa ( D bs whereas he pretends tiat This i! bw is dia U 
A * A 
‘ ' y _ e } 3 cX\F ’ +o > + y-- 4] . 1 > e . 
! ‘ mia ~ tivil ed rOW “as id | * And Oe «1 . wh A435 t «f el tO che £42 
} = 
fhe bard 
, , ; “s ae 1 1 { fe a e, 
iJ ; . 1 Nhs sth We } i I ~ ic art a1 — ty A ) el bk ee i th) if 
4 A 
. ] | : j a ~ 
a2 ure, Che raa Ol the signt, Wiiic ouches tie Lartn ai 
- . . . . i t nF - «a nd = > . ’ 
certain dilrance in tne fenfibie Biorizon, mult needs make an encli 
j ! ‘7 ; q sy ! \ ‘ > ; > In + i” | 7 4 on 
ned line, otherwiie it could not be a Tangent of the Earth, whofe 
. . yy 27} c 1 os r on .¢ i > 7 . > + - mae 
uperficies ts convex. 2d/y. “Lhe oblervation of Seameén aalteedie 


iretment, for they now all agree, that the vilual line declines trom 
oyu >)i | Tl } » 5 | I 4 hi “FTV re» : rrected tla bE “77 7N 
mparaiicl TO The AN , Arie \ t is =e: j ave COrrecrec Clic rors 


fthele who mifeck the height of the places where they were,and 


‘ - i 
whither they feerd cheir courfe. 3 will Lhis Suppofition may be 
made fenfible by the following Experimeric : Let a man go up up- 
on an high Mountain, ifthere are about him ether’ Mountains or 
Hills thar hinder aftee fight of the Tforizcn, let him place a wooden 
Ruie. io that it nvake a level line, or a parallel tothe Axis of the 
Earth, aad let him direct his Sight along this Rule, the radias of his 
Eye will not end in the déntible Horizon, but above. and he will 
perceive part «f the tleavens between the Horizon and the vifual 
ine: ‘TI et iin anot! cr Rute even with the Horizon, fo 
s that his t,o Ruies an cle terminating in his fight, and 
then tet him look along botl: beie Rules one after another, and he 
will fen ihly pero ve. chat tne vifual line declines very much from 


the le vel tine, . ma Paralle! to the Axis of the Earth. 

To-this the Aurtor acl... Thar he has je the fame Experiment 
with the Aftrolabe’ and iiwaies obferved cuat the vifual line decit- 
ned; though’ not’ equally, the various fitaanon of Places, and the 
greater-or le {5 | brightnefs of the Air. caut ne fome diverfity in its in- 
clination . 
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II. 1 WN the fecond part, the Author enquires into the true qj. 
{tance of the Earth, and goes on by fteps with the following Pri, 
ciples. 

r/. All the Aftronomers agree, that we fee alwaies and every 
where one half of the Firmament, provided there be no extern) 
hinderance. 2d/y. The diftance between the Earth and the Hea. 
ven is determined by that point wherein the vilual line meets with 
and cuts the Axis of the Earth continued to the cceleftial Horizon, 
for it is this point only that makes us perceive one half of the Hea. 
vens, and neither more nor lefs ; whereas if the Firmament was on 
this fide of that point, we could not fee the whole one half of the 
Heavens ; and it it were beyond it, we would fee more than the half 


as it appears by the following figure. 


A the Circle of the Earth, BCF, or BJO, the vifual line, 
touching the Circle A at the poins Bb; N DE, the Axis 
of the Earth, G HJ the extremity of the Atmofphere; for 
inftance,C QR the Firmament, E MN P an imaginary circle be- 
yond it. Now it’s plain, that if the vifual line did terminate in G or 
4, or run trom thence, without inclination, parallel to the Axis of the 
Marth, the Eye in B could not fee the whole half of the Heavens; 
he Arches G K, J L would be under the Horizon.Conerariwife 
sci line was produc’d to F and O, aman inB might fee 
one half of the Heavens ; fince the Arches E F, N O of 
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its inferiour Hemifphere would be above his Horizon. But if the vi- 
fual line OBN meets with the Firmament in C and R, then the 
Eye in B mutt fee jutt one half of che Heavens, and neither more nor 
le&, fince it is in thofe two points that the vifual line cuts the Axis 
of the Earth, which being continued, divides the ceeleftial Hemi- 
{phere. 

* Our Author’s third ftep is, about the means of determining the 
quantity of the Angle, which the vifual line makes with the Axis of 
tie Earth. This may be known two ways, 1/7, by the quantity of 
she Horizontal Diameter, which the Ancients, as Prolomy, extend to 


2000 furlongs, that is, to 280 miles ; bute Albertus Magnes, * {tretches « rik de Nat, 
‘tno farther than to 1000 furlongs,or 140 miles. The firft Opinion toel, ¢. is 


is not altogether improbable, fince terreftrial Objects may be difco- 
vered at 2 or 309 milesdiftance. As forexample; the Alpes, which 
are diltinctly enough perceiv’d from fome parts of Lorram:; and } 
have read in fome Travellers, that the Pick in Tenarif is to be feen 
fom 200 miles on Sea. 

According to Ptolomy’s reckoning, the vifual line muft decline 
above two degrees; but if we toliow Albertus Magnus, it will remove 
nut one degree and a half, trom a Parallel to the Axis; which ts 
aifo more likely and agreeing with the Obfervation of Seamen, chat 
often difcover Land at 80 or 100 miles diftance. 

2d/y. The Author has endeavoured to find out the true inclina 
tion of the vifual line by the Aftrolabe, and obferv’d, that it never 
exceeded one degree and a half, and was in certain places but one 
degree, ora little above ; which difference comes from the various 
ftuation of thofe Places, or from the brightnefs of the Air, and could, 
he thinks, be eafily fixed by more exact [nftruments. 

In thie mean while he inferrs trom thence, that if the vifual line 
declines two degrees towards the perpendicular, it will cut the Axis 
of the Earth at the diftance of 16 half-diameters of the Earth , from 
the terreftrial Globe, and {fo far will the Firmament be .diftant from 
it. If chat line declines one degree and an half, it will cut the Axis 
at the diftance of 23 temi-diameters : Whereas, if it declines but one 
degree, it will cut the Axis at the diftance of 21 half-diameters 
The demonftration of this is, that fuppofing the vifual line to de 
cline one degree towards the perpendicular of the Earth, it wil 
make with its Axis an angle of one degree, which isthe quantity of 
the femi-diameter of the Earth. 

if. The Author anfwers the Obje@ions that may be made again’ 
his Hypothe/is ; 1. That it fuppofés, and cannot ftand without, the 
old exploded opinion of the Earth’s being immoveable, and placed in 


iw 
7 


| pS ~ 7 rh 2. > : , 
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Syitem is, at the beft, but a Suppofition that implies feveral difficy|. 
ties, of which he makes an enumeration. Add to this, that the an. 
cient and fo long admitzed Syltem otf Prolomy is freed, by this iypo- 
thefis, from the main dithiculry and chief caule of its being rejected 
viz. the unconceivabie guicknefs of motion in the primum mobile 
occaion’d by the too gieat diftanc: wherein it was placed by the 
old Aftronomers. Whereas the Author's Syitem prodigioufly leffens 
the quicknefs of this motion, forafmuch as fuppoting the Firmament 
diftant 31 f2mi-diameters of the Larth from the terreftrial Globe: 
It follows, that the concave fuperticies of the primum mobile is 729 
times lef$ than isvulgarly believ’d. Or if you fuppofe the vifual line 
to have but half a degree declination, and the Firmament to be 64 
f2mi-diameters diffant trom the Earth; however, the capacity , and 
confequently the motion, of the primum mobile, will yet be 356 times 
lefs than the Altronomers affirm. 

2dly, "Lis objected, That if we admit of this Hypothefis, the Sun 
will not be much bigger than Exgland, nor the Moon than the 
County of Surrey and Middlefex. ‘The Author asks the Aftronomers 
who can affure them that thefe two Planets are much bigger: Affe; 
indeed fays of them, in comparifon of other Stars, that God made 
two great Lights ; which lively defcription the Aftronomers are not 
alham’d to turn into a Proverbial Expretiion, affirming, that in truth 
the leaft of the Stars is many hundred times bigger than the 
Moon. 

3dly, This Hypothefis, they fay, puts no difference between the 
various Proximity of the Planets and other ceeleftial Orbs. To 
which the Author anfwers, That shis Difference cannot be determi- 
ned with a common Aftrolabe, and other Inttruments made upon 
a falfe Suppofition, and gives means to make a new <Affrolab:um, 
wherewith the various diftance of the cceleftial Orbs could be at 
fhened. 

The Reader will allow me, I hope, to fifpend my Judgment upon 
fo nice a matter, and L could with ali the Altronomers would do as 
much, burt | fear moit of them wiil be apt to look both on the Au- 
thor and Journalift as whimifical fellows. Vor, What would become 
of io many Attronomical Operations and Calculations, if the new 
tlypothefis weve true 2? Buc f would fain meet with an Indian, that 
was a man offence, and not prejudic’d with the often hearing lear- 
ned Machemaricians gravely affert, that the Firmament is diftant 
fiom the Earth, at a moderate computation, 8818680 miles, who 
would take the pains to compare this Suppofition with that of my 
Author, who makes that interval of about 104160 miles; which ot 
thote opinions do you think he would be more inclined to believe, 

either 
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cher that which makes the Sun 160 times bigger than the whol: 
Earth, or that which makes it of an extent approaching to that of our 
Ifland ? . | 

1 thall conclude with this Promife, to fuch Aftronomers as that 
youchfafe to fend in their Objections to me, that they fhall be fairly 
and impartially propos’d, and anfwer’d if poflible, or the new Hypo 
chefis rejected. 


— - ee a ee ee 
- em 


Lk 
Nouvear VOY AGE D ITALIE, fait en Pannee, 1688 


A new Fourney into Italy, im the Year 1688. with a Memorial contat- 
ning feveral Inftruttions for fuch as will travel the fame way. 120. 
Divided into two parts, the firft part 1§ fh. pag. 319. the fccond part 
14 fh. pag. 311. with 60 Copper Cutts. 


Hough we have feveral Relations of Italy and the other Countries 
which Mr. Miffon has feen in his Journey, yet ’tis not to be 
doubted but his Defcriptions will pleafé an ingenious Reader : For, 
befides the new Air he gives to all that he writes, which in this. age 
makes the beft part of moft Books, if not the whole, he feems to have 
all che effential Qualities of a Traveller: 1. A great deal of Exa&- 
nefs, Curiofity, and Difcretion. 2. A competent knowledge of the 
Greek and Latin Tongues and Antiquities. 3. He underftands feve- 
ral parts of the Mathematicks, but efpecially Pi@ture, Statuary, and 
Architecture. 4. He has taken himfelf, upon the Originals, the 
draught of all the Cuets which adorn his Beok, and has had the hap- 
pinels to fee his Defign extreamly well perform’d. 

However, with fuch rare Parts the Author dares not engage into 
particular and accurate Defcriptions, he only promifes in his Let. 
ters to give his Friend an account of the moft confiderable things he 
fhould meet with. According to that method, he gives you a rela- 
ton of what he has obferved in Holland before his departure in the 
Month of O@ober, 1687. then in his way through Germany, of which 
he ihortiy defcribes the principal Cities ; whence he entred into the 
Dominions of Venice, afterwards vifited Rome, Naples, the feveral 
states of Ita/y, till he returned through Savoy, Switzerland, the Fron- 
tiers of France, and the Spanifh Netherlands, ina years time. 
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Before entring into particulars, it ought to be farther obferved: jn 
reference to his method, that he does not tye himielf to any pecy- 
liar Subject, but fpeaks of every thing, as it offers it felfto him. 
which fills his Letters with a great deal of Variety and Diverfion 
{lis style is fhort, plain, and full of Sence, fuch as becomes a man of 
Parts ; and though he does not boaft of Difcoveries, yet he makes 
many new QObfervations, and feldom brings any matters on the 
Stace, without any illu{trating or rectifying circumitances. 

Qur Author {peak s ilofno body by name ; and when his Opini- 
on is contrary to that of others, he afferts 1¢ very modeftly, withour 
ever throwing any Afperfions upon his Adverfaries ; fo that his Cri. 

e ' PAB: ticks are all material. See what he faith upon the Graves of (2)_Ap- 
eee oe enor and Titus Livies, upon the Situation of Venice, upon the Bridges 
pag. 302,311. Of Rialto, Tivelt, Frefcat:, Orc. upon the Grottoes. of the Dog and the 
P305-p.51552 Siby/, upon the Lake of Avernus, upon the faults of feveral Painters, 

upon feveral Reliques, falfe Miracles, @c. Thefe are allin the firit 

Volume. In the fecond you will meet with many other curious 
(>) T.1i. pag. Obfervations, (4) as concerning the Column called Miliarium, the 
$00, 106 = Catacombs of Rome and Naples, the Tower of Pifa, another of Bolonia 


162 


107. CMC. acl ie ; . | 
aes 16g, Called the Garifenda, the Doliolo or the Hill of the broken Earthen 


p.44, 131. Pots, the Certaldo or the Mountain of Shells, the Epitaph of the 

p. 142. p.123, falfe Richard pretended King of England, the holy Standard’ of Con- 
ftantine, kept at Brixia, which is a kind of a blew Crols, fuppofed to 
be, by our Author, the Labarum, wherein that Emperor ordered the 
Name of Chrift to be written, after his Victory over Maxentius. 

(c) Pag. 202. He alfo deftroys the vulgar Opinion about Genua’s (c) being all 

(4)P-19%191' built with Marble, about the Unicorns, (d) and the Remora’s, which 
he reckons among the fabulous Animals, and fays of the lat, that he 
hath feen a dozen of them in feveral Cabinets ot Rarities, but all of 
a different kind, which makes the Cheat too manifeit. 

(¢) T.i.p.293  [ muft not forget his exact and lively defcription (¢) of the burn- 

(f )oid.z23. 8 Mountain Vefwvins, together with (f) that of the Houle of Lu- 

| retto, the like you will hardly find any where. There our Author 

learned, from the Mouth of a Jefuite, a very memorable circumftance 
concerning the Birth of the pretended Prince of Wales, viz. That 
the late Queen of Exgland having made a Vow to prefent our Lady 
of Loretto with a Golden Angel, if fhe chanced to get a Boy, at the 
very moment the Prefent was brought upon the Altar, fhe concei- 
ved thefaid Prince. Whether this was a Jefuitical piece of News, as 
our Author by {trong Conjectures proves, that the many Tranfpor- 
tations of the fuppofed Houfe of the Blefled Virgin is a meer Cheat 
of Pope Boniface the 8th, I leavethe Reader to judge. 
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Monfieur AZ:/Jon undertakes to affert the truth of the Hiftory of 






‘93 


(g) the She-Pope ‘foan; his Reafons may be reduced to thefollowing (¢) T. fi. 
Heads. 1/f, Lhere is a bored Arm-fiool, made out of Porphyr, P- 94 83 


through which they examined the Sex of the Popes, and then cried 
aloud, Adas nobzs dominus eff, We have a Man to be Pope; which Arm- 
{fool is yet in being, and our Traveller has feen it. 2d/y, This Hi- 
{tory is related by above 70 or 80 Authors, all men of Sence, and 
Roman-Catholicks, and near to the Age when it was acted ; and ’tis 
fo untikely,that either Intereft cr Pa'‘lion fhould have moved them to 
fich a piece of Forgery,that ic might rather have deterred them from 
relating an Accident {fo difhonourable to their Church. 34/7, When 
a Matter of Fact is eftablithed upon futhcient Authorities, and im- 
plies no Contradiction, no pretended Difficulties that can be raifec 

again{t it, are able to make it doubtful. ’Lis true, it would be a 
whimfical Fancy to undertake to make a Woman Pope; and fo 
would it alfo to move a Shepherdefs to go and ask the King the 
Command of his Armies, and make her fo fuccefstul, that with a 
handful of men the fhould give feveral Overthrows to a moft potent 
Lnemy, and torce him to the very brink of his Ruine: Yer how 
incredible foever this may appear, it was performed by the Virgin of 
Orleans. 4thly, Women are not fo uncapable of great Atchievements 
as is commonly believed, witnefs fo many illuftrious Women, and 
amonglt others Semiramzs,who perfonated the King in Man’s Clothes, 
as our ‘foam is {uppofed to have done the Pope. gthly, As to the 
Beard and Countenance, befides that there are féveral beardlefs Men, 
and Women that have a kind of Beard; there have been Popes cho- 
fen fo young, that the difference of their Sex could not be known 
that way. ‘Tothat purpofe 1 remember a very memorable Circum- 
{tance related by Dr. Burnet, now Bilhop of Sarum, whom I the ra- 


ther quote, becanie he does not believe thisHiftory. At Bo/onia, be- 
fore St. Petron, the Cathedral Church of the Town, there is the Sta- 


tue of our Pope ‘foan, which is fo named by the People of the Town, 
though the Learned pretend it is the Statue of Pope Nicholas the 1V. 
“ But, adds our Author, as I lookt at tne Statue very attentively thro’ 
“alittle Profpeét that I carried with me, it appeared plainly to have 
“the Face ofa young Woman, and was very unlike that of Pope 
* Nicholas the IV. which isin St. Maria Maggiore at Rome; tor the 
“ Statue of that Pope, though it has no Beard, yet has an Age init 
“that is very different trom the Statue at Boloxia. 6thly, "Tis obje- 
cted, that Pope oan would never have been {0 imprudent, as to en- 
gage ina folemn Procciiion juft when fhe was going to be delivered 
f-her Child. But who told the Objectors, that fhe was not delive- 
red before her time by fome fudden Fear or unexpected Accident ? 
“thly, 


Dr. Burnet’s 
Travels, p.97» 
Edit. Am/t. 
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athly, As to the difcrepance of Chronologers, ’tis no Argument at 
all, fince it isvery likely, that thofe that have blotted foam out of 
the Catalogues of the Popes, have induftrioufly lengthened the Lives 
of her Predeceflors. There are Chronologies that agree with the 
Hiftory of the fhe-Pope, as there are others difcrepant trom it; and 
{fo the advantages on both fides, as to that point, are equal. 872/),The 
Objections railed from her Studies at Arbens is of no moment, for jt 
fuppofes, without proot, that Pope Foam was too young to affift ar 
the Leflons of the Philofophers, who then read publickly in that 
famous City. Befides that, chere are Hiftorians that do not mention 
this circumftance, and direétly carry our fhe-Scholar to Rome. 
ythly, The filence of contemporary Authors feems to have more 
weight, but it ought to be confidered, that the more ancient Writers 
who mention this Hiftory, lived Goo years ago, and there is no ap- 
pearance it fhould be a Forgery of theirs. ”Tis more likely, that th 
Hiftorians of the fame Age, whence Marianus Scotus, Sigebert, and 
others, have collected their Hiftories, have been defalcated : for, 
Monfieur Colomiez, affures usin his Hiftorical Mifcellanies, that Ana. 
ftafius, who lived in the time of Pope foan, remembers this Hittory ; 
at leaft, it is to be found in a Manufcripe Copy inthe French King’s 
Library. There are alfo two Ana/tafii, one of Ausburg and the other 
of Milan, who menticn the fame, but the Jefuits of Mentx, after they 
had made two Copies conform to the Original, had the inypudence 
to fupprefs all what they difliked in the re{t of the Edition. How- 
ever, though we had no contemporary Hiftorian to affert the truth 
of this Matter of Fact, it would not follow that it is a Forgery ; for, 
who doth not know the unparallel’d boldnefs of the Monks who 
were the only Truftees and Trantcribers of Authors of that time? 
which is the true reafon why this Hiltory is found in fome MSS, 
and wanting in others, and added to the Margin in fome few. Be- 
fides, the Power of the Se2 of Rome was fo formidable at that time, 
chat it is no wonder it fhould have itopt the Pen of Writers, or at 
leaft, the publifhing the truth as to this Fact. rorhly, Some pretend 
to find a contradiction in this ; That Pope ‘oan was firnamed Ap. 
glicus oo Mog untinus, but the Author of the Fafcicnn!s lem poram clearly 
folves that difficulty, when he faith, Fohannes inglicus cognomine {ed 
nat one Moguntinus, John firnamed L’Angley, born at Menez. 


(r)Tiip.rs7?. The Leteer of Se. Cdry/offom (4) to Cafarius is another Piece of An- 


tiqu'ty much contefied by the Roman Catholicks: Peter Martyr 
quored a very formal patlage out of it again{t Tranfub{tantiation, 
which fo puzzled the Papitts, that they utterly denied St. Chry/oftom 
ever wrore fuch a Letter ; it wasot late years publiihed by the lear- 
ned Bigotixs, bue when it was printing, the Doctors of Sorbon, fen- 
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fle of che mifchief it would do to their Caufe, ordered the fheets 
wherein this Paffage was contained to be torn, but it was happily 
refcued by one of our Divines, the Ingenious Dr. Wake, in whofe 
Hands I have feen them, and can atteft that they are a true Pars 
Print, and altogether agreeing with the Copy he has publithed. 
Here we have another Proof of thisTruth ; for Monfieur AZ:/Jon ask- 
ing Leave from Seignor Afaggliavecchi, Library-keeper to the great 
D.of Tu/cany,to look into that MSS,he anfwered,Hecould nor grant ir, 
becaufe his Mafter had exprefly forbidden him to do’t.But you may af- 
fire the World, (added this learned and ingenuous man) that Patfage 
is to be found in the Great Duke’s MSS, juit as it is quoted by Peter 
Martyr. 

I fhould never have done, would I mention all that is weighty and 


confiderable in thefe ‘Travels ; however, I mult yet relate (2) a na- (i) Tom ii: 
tural Wonder, an Eccho that repeats the laft fyllable above 40 times ; P48 #97 


it is two miles diitant trom Adlan ; the found goes alwaies diminilh- 
ing, as the rebounding of an Ivory Ball. 
The Author has brought along with him from Ausburg an Artificial 


Wonder(&)which may,in fome manner,outvie the greateftMiracles of (4) Tom. 1. 


+ ‘ . * 4 . . . . Pe 2, 
Nature ; a Grain of Pepper, of an ordinary thicknefs, which con- P*8° ' 


tains roo Glaffes, hollow and well fhaped, befides a turning Ring be- 
tween the foot and body of every one of them: He has often exa- 
mined this little Marvel with good magnifying Glaffes, and diftinct- 
ly obferv’d the {mall {trokes of the Inftruments wherewith the Giaifes 
have been framed. 

Ausburg makes me remember a Fault in the Univerfal Bibliotheque, 
of which I am entreated to take notice, becaufe of the Englith Tran- 


lation. Inthe Cathedral (7) of Ausburg [and not of Newburg) juft (!) Wid. 


over a brazen Gate, there are reprefented feveral Paflages of Sacred 
Hiltory, and amongft others, the Bleffed Virgin creating Eve out of 
one ofthe Ribs of adam. 

He will wonder no more at the great multitude of Saints in the 


Roman Church, who shall read in Monfieur Ad:ffon, (m) that even ( 


Vive] and Titus Livias have been worthipped under that reia- 
ton. 
Sinc 


> 
~~ 


I have mentioned Dr. Rurnet’s Travels, 1t will not be amifs 
to give a Character of them. The French Gentleman feemsto have 


more of the Traveller and Antiquary than the Eng‘iinh Bilhop, ha- 


ig endeavoured to give an accurate account cf the molt confidera- 
Places and Buildings he went through, as alio to vilit and deteri 

ue Cabinets of the Curious; but Dr. Burzet has more of the Poi: 
cian and Statefinan; and, as if he had propofed to himfelf Sir 7/7icm 


odel, he applies himfelf moft to fearch into the Con- 
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ftitutions, Laws, Cuftoms, and Government of the feveral Eftates 
through which he travelled, though he does not neglect to relate 
particular Events, and make Defcriptions offuch places as have fome. 
thing very furprizing. They both write extreamly well in thei, 
own Tongue, but Monfieur Afi/fon has the better in French, the Bi. 
fhop’s Travels being neither elegantly nor very faithfully tranflated 
for which reafon Lam defired by Monfieur AZ/on to declare, Tha 
no Bookfeller prefume to tranflate his Journey without his Leave, it 
being a very uncivil thing to do otherwife, efpecially when the Au. 
thor is prefent; but ifany Bookieller has a mind to it, and ufes that 
common Civility, he promifes him to make fuch Correéfions and Ad. 
ditions, as will make the Tranflation preterrable to the French Ori. 
ginal, which was printed in Holland in his abfence, and net withor; 
confiderable faults. 


LIL. 


Odbjervations on a Fourney to Naples; awherem the Frauds of Romi 
Prie/ts and Monks are difcovered: By the Author of alate Book entitu- 


led, The Frauds of Romifh Monks and Priefts. 8v9. Lond. fe 
R. Clavell, 1691. 22 fh. pag. 325. 


H ERE you have another Journey, or rather a fecond part of a 
Journey into Iraly, but much different from the two laft men- 
tioned. It might be called, the Journey of a Religious Spy, for Men- 
fieur 2’ Emiliane has {fo well obferved and difcovered the Cheats of the 
Romifh Monks and Priefts, that one would be apt to think he tra. 
veld and convers’d amongit them only for that purpofe ; were it 
not that there appearsfo much Sincerity throughout all his Writ'ngs, 
that it cannot be doubted but that he was perfwaded of the Roman- 
Catholick Faith at that time, tho’ difgulted at Taft by little and lietle, 
through the many Superttitions of thac Church. 

I will-not deprive the Ingenious of the Pleafure of reading in the 
Original the many diverting Stories and Paffages wherewith thee 
Obfervations, as well as the Author’s former Letters, are hiled, but 
only make fome Remarks upon them. 


L 
and the Integrity of his Life, will not be apt to give credit to the 
Caluminies of the Papifts, that uch Monks and Priefis as leave their 
Com 


Fivf?, He that is acquainted with Monfieur @Emiliare’s Condud, 
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dently appear an intent of cheating peopie into a belief of the 
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Communion are ordinarily debauched perfons, or have been broughe 
19 their defertion by a Fit of spight, Hatred, or Revenge: For, as: 
on the one fide our Author feems not much fufceptible of fiach vio- 
lent Paffions, fo on the orher the peaceablenels and regularicy of his 
Behaviour, from the time he has lived amongit us,’ 1s an infallible 
roken of his good Morals, while he was yer engaged in the Errors 
ot Rome. 


Secondly, Jt is true, that fome men tako a delight in telling Lyes, 
and others do it out ofa defire of being admired, but this {utpicion 
cannot fall upon our Author, who {peaks of things lately paft, where- 
ofthe Actors may yet be alive, and tells as many Particulars of Per 
fons, Time, and Place, as Modefty and Decency would allow. Be. 
fides, tis not likely that the Archbilhop of Canterbury would have 
{iter’d this Book to be dedicated to his Grace, if Monfieur 7’ Ex 
lane Was look’d upon as one whole Sincerity may be called in que 


Thirdly, It would be to no purpofe to object, that this way of te! 
ling Stories of Clergy-men, and railing Scandals again{t a Church, | 
utogether difingenuous, and can be of no ufe for the decition ot 
Controverfies ; fince the Objectors ought to remember, that ac- 
cording to the Doctrine of -Rome, Sanctity is one of the Marks of the 
Church, which Character mult either be vifible in the Perfons or 
inthe Tencts. As to Laick perfons, the Scales are pretty equal be. 
twixt Proteftants and Roman-Catholicks, and if [ was not a Prote. 
tant my felt, | would undoubtedly decide it in their favour. Now, 
ifin Popifh Countries efpecially in fuch where they do not fear the 
piercing Eyes of Hereticks, the Paitors and other Spiritual perfons 
are proved to be downright Hypocrites, or profligate men; what 
will become of the fo much boalted-of Sancfity of the Church 2 


Fourthly, To him that would feek this imaginary Holinefs in’ the 
Roman Rites and Doctrines, I recornmend the -reading ‘of our Au- 
thor’s Letters, and then Pil allow him’to excommunicate {ach as 
hall refine to. acknowledge Celibacy and Monaftical Vows, thote 
tmitful Springs of Perjuries, Poinication, Adultery, and other Brutal 
Sins, for an Apoftolical Inftication ; fuch as shall be unwilling to. be- 
lieve all the ridiculous F egends and naufeous Stories concerning 'Re- 
licks, the {peaking, weeping, and moving of Images, the Miracles’ of 
the modern Saints, much exceeding thofe of the Ancients, é<.' Now, 
Hin thefe, and all the other Superftitions of Rome, there doth evi. 
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Power oftheir Paltors, and efpecially of their Head the Pope : If ay 
that the People are taught, and all that they are forbidden to learn, 
has a particnlar relation to that great Defign, whether it be promoted 
by' enriching the Prietts, or by making them more venerable ; and 
rf the chiet aim of this exorbitant Power and Riches is to eftabih 
and maintain a temporal Kingdom, which may. govern even Kings 
and Soveraign Princes, who can believe thar this is the Church, tha: 
thofe are the Doctrines of the Son of God, who lived alwaies, and 
{tell moved others to live in fibjeétion to the Civil Government, and 
declared, that his Kingdom was not in this World ? 
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The Whole Duty of Man, according to the Law of Nuture: By 
SAMUEL PUFFENDORE, Profefor of the Law of 
Nature and Nations in the Univerfity of Heydelberg, and im the Ca- 
roline Un:verfity, afterwards Counfellour ana’ Hiftortographer to the 
King of Sweden, and to hws Eleétoral Highnef of Brandenburg. Now 
made Englifh, 8vo0. Lond. printed for Charles Harper at the Ftower- 
de-luce over againjt St. Dunttan’s Church in Fleet-ftrcet, 23 fheets, 


pag. 338. 


Hough [am not accuftomed to {peak of Tranflations, yet the 
Original of this is fo excellent, and perhaps fo little known in 
England, that it will not be amifs to give a fhort account of it. 
Monficur Puffendorf, according to his natural Modefty, promifes 
only to give an Abridgment of the Natural Law, or of a Moral 
Precepts as may be difcovered by the Light of Reafon, in order to in- 
form Youth, and to infpire them with a knowledge and love of their 
Duty, before. they be corrupted by the Pleafures of the World: 
Had he performed no more, we had been fenfbly obliged to him, 
fmce too much Care cannot be taken of thofe young Plants that are 
to repeople the World, and make the fame figure therein that we 
how do; but he has goneturther, and given fucha plain and diftiné 
idea of che! Natural Laws that are the Rule of our Condué , and the 
Foundation of many Sciences, that this Book will be ufeful not only 
to Children and the Commonalty of Men, but even to the beft Di 
vines, Lawyers, and Politicians. 
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seme few Inftances will juftifie both the Sincerity of my Judg- 
ment and the Excellency of this Treatife. The Author {peaking of . 
che Difpenting Power, faith, (a) But as he only may difpence, in whoje (4) % 3 
gewer tt 15 £0 make and abrogate the Law, fo great Care #5 to be taken, left 
sy too-frequent Dz/penfatzons, and [uch as are granted without very weigh- 
( Realons, the Authority of the Law be fhaken, and occafiom be given of 
Torey or Antmofities among Subjegts. It you ask Monfieur Puffendorf 
who is the Rightful Governour of a Country, and to whom our AL 
legiance ought to be payed, he will not give an Anfwer conformable 
othe Prejudices of fome unquiet People amoneft us 5 for, according 
to him, (6) No man in a civil Soctety can be ignorant who tt 1s that hath (6) P. 29. 
swer over him; fince asto the Laws of a man’s Countrey or City, 


de Subjects have notice given them ‘by a Publication plainly and 
openly made,'in which thefe two things are to be afcéertaui’d, That 

the Author of the Law is he who hath the /upreme Authority in the 

ate 3 and, That this is the true Meaningof the Law. | . 

Speaking of Self-defence, (c) he lays down fome Principles of -a(c) P. 76 
very large extent, and that may feem in amanner to juftine all forts 
of War. “ When it plainly appears, that another is making Prepa- 
“rations to invade me, though he have not openly declared his In- 
“tention, I may immediately enter upon violent methods for my 
“ own defence, and extirpate the Aggreffor, {till fuppofing that he 
“would not lay by his hoitile Defigns upen any friendly Advice, or 
«that the propofing fuch Advice may prove of ill confequence to 
“ my Affairs. So that in this Cafe he is to be accounted: the Ag- 

« greflor, who firft meditates Mifchief to his Neighbour, and makes 

“ preparation to that purpofe, and he fhall be interpreted to proceed 

“by way of Self-defence, who, acting with greater expedition, {hall 
“furprizé the former, before he can bring his. Defign to perfection ; 

“for it is not ablolmciy neceflary to Self-defence, that I receive the 
‘ firlt ftroke, or that L only ward off and avoid’ the blaws that. are 
“aimed at me. 

There is a great Queftion concerning the manner how the Lzw of 
Nature is written tw our Hearts, which the Autltor determ yes thus ; 
(d)* That having from .our Childhood had a fenfe of thofe Pria- (4) P. 47, 42 
“ciples of Reafon initifed into us, together with other Learning, 
“in the ufual methods o1 Uducation,and yet notbeing able to remeni- 
“ber the punctual time when they firl took hold of our Urderftan- 
"dings, and paflefled our Minds, «ve can have no other opinion of 
© our knowledge of this Law, bur that‘it was cahnate to. our being, 
“or born together and at the fame time with our elves. 


Ee2 Our 
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| Our Author has an admirable Argument to prove the reafonaby 

© (e) Pag. st. nefSof the Exiftence of God, (e) and the Unreatonablenefs of Atheif 
| « All Mankind having been perpetualiy, as it were, poileffed of ri 
““ Perf{wafion, that man who undertakes to oppote it, ought not a 
“ ly folidly to confute all thofe Arguments that are brought to prove 
“4 GOD, but fhould advance Reatons for his own Affertion, which 
“ niay be more plautible than the other. And fince by this belief of 
“the Deity the Common Intereft of Mankind may be fupposeg ty 
“have been hitherto preferved, he ought to fhew, thar Atheifin 
“ would better anfwer that end than fober Religion and the Wor. 
‘ thip of God. Now, feeing this can by no means be done » the 
* Wickednefs of thofe men, who attempt any way to eradicate this 
‘ Perfwalion out of the Minds of Men, is to be above all thing, 
abominated, and re{trained by the fevereft Punilhments, ~ 
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A Pradical Difcourfe concerning a Future fudgment : By WILLIAM 
SHERLOCK, D. D. Dean of St. Paul’s, Majfter of the Tem- 
ple, and Chaplain in ordinary to Their Mayefites. 8v0. Lond. printed 
for W. Rogers, 1692. Sb. 35, pages 541. 



















T Hoven this Book is but lately come out, yet it is already {0 well 
4 known, and the Reputation of the Author fo great, that did I 
not fear to be accufed either of Partiality or Negligence, I fhould fu- 
perfede the giving an Abftract of it. 

It is divided into Seven Chapters, in reference to the proofs of a Fu- 
ture Judgment; the time when it shall be kept ; the awful Solemnities 
of that day; the Judg,and the perfons that are to be judged;the Actions 
that will be the Matter of their Judgment;and the Rule or Law, accor- 
ding to which they fhall be fentenced, The Author followeth the 
fame method asin his Praétical Difcourle concerning Death ; that is, he 
firft explains the Theory, and draws from thence Moral Inferences 
[ fhallonly give a hint of fuch matters as the Learned have mort 
eccafion for, viz. the Dr’s Philofophical Proofs of a Future Judg- 
ment, which may be reduced to the following Heads. 


I. It 
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I. I F Man naturally is.an accountable Creature, ‘tis very proba 
ble, that God, who does nothing in vain, has madz2 him. fo, becaule 
he would bring him to an account. Now, the firft Propofition is 
evident ; for, 1/#. Man is an inferiour and {ubordinate Creature, and 
fo by the condition of his Nature obnoxtous to the Judgment of his 
Superior. 2d/y, He isa Reafonable Creature, and has received from 
God a Rule of Life, or a natural Mealure of Good and Evil; which 
makes it decent, and fitting that he fhould give a reafon of his Acti- 
ons, and that God fhould require fuch an account trom him, that 1 
may be made manifeft, whether he has kept or broken his Laws. 
sdly, There is no way of governing free Agents, but by Hopes and 
Fears, Rewards and Funifhments. Now, it it befuppofed, that God 
is not only the Creator, but alfo the Preferver and Governour of the 
World, we mult needs conclude, that he will find out fome mean, 
to keep Man inawe, to hinder him from entringing his Laws and 
overturning Human Society, which he has initituted. 4rh/y, This 
confideration evidently proves not only thatGod may judge men ithe 
pleafés, but alfo that he will, for God will undoubtedly do what the 
nature of things requires, and fuits beft his Wifdom and other Perfe- 
cions. Whence it follows, that it Man be: accountabie by. the 
difpofition of his own nature, and cannot be fitly governed, or kept 
within the bounds of Order, without the fear of a Judgment, God 
who {till acts in earneft, as being the original Truth, will undoubted- 
ly call him to an account, and deal with him according to his Pro- 
mifes and Threatnings, 


Il. THIS Argument is mightily enforced by the confiderati- 
on of the natural and effential difference that is between Good and 
Fvil ; for, it cannot be denied that there are fome. things in their 
own nature very good for mzn, and others which are very hurtful to 
them, and fo immutable are they, that all the Art and Power of 
the World can never alter them, without altering the nature of 
things. This (as our Author plainly fhews) is the only difference 
between natural Good and Evil, the firft lying inthe Willor Choice, 
and the fecond in the Nature cf things: That which is good or burt- 
fulto our felves or others, is natura!iy Good or Evil; to love, to 
chufe, to do that which is good or hurtful to our felves or others, is 
morally Good or Evil, or is the Good or Evil of our Choice. and 
Action. Therefore, though men fo, vaftly differ in their notions of 
Moral Good and Evils, it follows not that thefe notions are uncer- 
tain, or of a changeable Inftitution, but only, that in many Inftan- 
ces Men are not agreed what Natural Good and Evil is 5 fome. cai- 
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Mig only by that name what has relation to their Bodies, as Pain 
and Pleafure, Health and SicknefS, Riches and Poverty ; others ta. 


king their Souls into the account alfo, and thinking, that whateve; 
is tor the eafe and pleaiure of the Mind, and whatever adorns and 
yerfeas a reafonable Nature, isa Natural Good to Man, as Wifdom 
ond Knowledge, regular and well-govern’d Paffions, &c. 

Now, according to the general Senfe of Mankind, what is good 
ought to be rewarded, what is wicked ought to be punith’d. This 
appears, 1/7, by the practice of all civiliz’d Nations; 2d/y, By the 
private Revenge men endeavour to take forthe Injuries they have re- 
ceived: 3dly, By the Negle&t, Contempt, and Infamy under which 
lye fuch Sinners as do no direét and immediate Injury, but to them. 
(elves, as Gluttons, Drunkards, idle and fantaftick men. The Con. 
{2quence is eafie to be drawn, efpecially for him that fhall retie@ up. 
on the Perfections of God ;_ it being unconceivable, that the fove- 
reign Lord of the World, who is infinitely Wife; Holy, Good, and 
Juit, who has made Virtue folovely, and Vice fo infamous and con- 
remptible, will have no regard to the firft, or caft no jhame and re 
‘proach upon the laft. 


TW. OUR Author’s Third Argument is taken from the exter- 
nal appearances of Providence, which prove, that God does judge 
and govern the World at prefent, as much as it is neceffary to the 
ends of Government in this ftate of things. This Dr. Sherlock de 
montftrates, by fhewing, that the Divine Juftice is fo interwoven in 
the nature of things, or that they are fo contrived, that Wickedhefs 
is a Punifhment to it felf, and wicked men a Plague and Scourge to 
each other. This isa very fenfible Argument, and needs not to be 
infifted upon, fince there ts nothing can make any man miferable in 
this World, which is not the natural and neceffary effect of fome Sin 
or other: And contrariwife, Virtuc has its natural Rewards ; it gives 
Peace and Satistaction to the Mind. preferves our Health.gives us Cre- 
dit and Reputation &e. This, in ordinary cafes, fuperfedes the ne- 
cofiity of Gods interpofing by an immediate Providence, to reward 
<ood men and punilnthe wicked: It gives a facred and venerable 
Authority to the Divine Laws; for it ihews, that they are not of ar- 
bitrary conttitution, but that they are grounded on the nature of 
things. ?Yis true, that thefe natural Rewards and Punishments may 

in a gréar meafure celeared, by the great external Calamities. of 

inen, and Profpericy ofthe wicked ; but they {fill fhew, chat 
it is the Intention of God, that good men should be happy, and the 
vicked mifcrable : So rhat unlefs one would affert, that the All-wile 
} be truftrated of his principal end, Me mutt allow ‘another 
place 
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place and {tate, where good and bad men fthall be pertectly rewarded 
according to their deferts. 

Our Author makes ule of another Argument to prove, That God 
dotly take care of the Government of the World. It is the Init. 
wrion of Human Government, for the Puniihment of Wickednets, 
and the Reward of Virtne,and his making Man a fociable Creature , 
fo that without the help of his Neighbour he not only would ke 
deprived of all the Pleatures and Enjoyments of this Lite, but couid 
not keep himilelf alive any long time. He alfo proves, that God 
doth interpofe by a fecret and invifible Providence, to fupply the 
defects, or correct the mifcarriages of publick Government, or to 
eward and take care of his Creatures in fuch Inftances as fall not 
under the cognizance of Human Governors. But he confeiles, 
that it isno eafie matter to prove this interpofal of the Divine Pro- 
vidence, becaufe God bringeth great things to pafs by natural 


Caufes, unfeen Accidents, or the Miniftry of Men. 


IV. THE Fourth Argument of our Author for a Future 
Judgment is taken from the natural Prefages of Confcience. To prove 
that they are natural, which is the only thing the Scepticks can 
conteft with any plaufible pretence; Dr. Sherlock fhews, that this 
is natural which is univerfal or common to the whole kind; but the 
Cenfures and’ Rebukes of Confcience are natural, for they are com- 
mon to all men, and though we fhould grant, that fome few Athcifls 
had wholly conquered their Fearsfuch rareExamples were only to be 
look’d upon as the corruption of Human Nature. 2d/y, That is na- 
taral which is born and bred with us, and is the original {tate of 
Nature. This the Atheifts confefs, and therefore attribute the 
Checks of Confcience to Education, to which they might as_ well 
alcribe all the Principles of Natural Light; for though we are bern 
with Reafon, yet we are not born with the Exercife of it, but it 
muft be put into act, and formed by Education. Such Principles as all 
Mankind affent to, without difficulty or difpnte are natural to us,and 
the very firft things the Atheifts themfeives did believe ; and that 
they do not believe them now, is the effect of great Induftry and 
Violence. 3dly, And therefore that is natural which is abfolurely 
infeparable from Nature, or at leat, not without much ditticulry 
And fuch are the Hope and Fears of good and bad men; for, as 
many bad men as there are, that would be glad to get rid ‘of thef 
Fears, and to laugh them out of the World, there are but very few 
that can do it. To itrengthen this Argument, the Author obferves, 
1, That the natural fenfe or invincible affent of onr Minds, does 
hot déceive us, for if it did, there would be an end of all Certainry, 
and 
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and we mufk he Scepticks in every thing. 2dly, He fhews, Thay 
theie natural Prefages of Conicience confirm all che other Argu. 
ments he has urged tor a Future Judgment. 

In the nrit Section of the fecond Chapter, there is another ey. 
rfous Paflage concerning the particular Judgment of every man at 
the time of hisdeath. ‘The Author fhews, that though the decifion 
that fhall chen be made be peremptory and unchangeable, yer se 
may nor properly be called a Judgment, becaufe neither the Happi. 
nefs of the Juit, nor the Mifery of the Wicked, will be perfcé& til] 
the Refurrection ; neither does he believe, that till thae day they 
will be received in Paradice, or in Hell. All that the Author fay; 
upon this Heed is very curious; but having been very long upon his 
Proofs of 2 Future Judgment, as the moft peceflary to Chriftians, Pl 
referr my Reader to the Original. 


LV. 
il ij B L R N IA \ N G LI . A N A: Or, The Hijfory uf Ire. 


land, from the Conqueft thereof by the Englifh, to thas prefent time 
With an introductory Difcourfe touching the ancient ftate of that Kings 
dom; A new and exadt Map of the fame, and a Table to the whuie, 
In Tovo Partse Ry the Honourable Richard Cox, (93 one of the prefent 
Sfudves for that Kingdum. Fol. Lond. for Jot. Watts, at the Angel 
in St. Paul’s Church-yard. The firft part 126 fh. 456 pag. the fecond 


_ fy AA 
prt 63 fo. pag. 211. 
‘4 ~ « 


~ 





A M glad I was fo ioreunate as to meet with this Pook, for it will 
& fave me the pains of making an Apology, fince this Honourable 
Author difcharges K. Charles J. trom being privy to the Irih Rebel 
lion. Thad faid in my latt Journal, * That rhe Plot was managed in 
the threeKinedoms bythe ame Hands 3 by whtich Lunderftood the reftles 


Papilts abrozc, and the tactious Subjects of rhe King at home ; but I 


did not detign.to charge the Engiish Parliament, much lefs the whole 
Nation, with the horrid Contrivance of the Trifh Maffacre. Thole 


4 pralingvine of that Nation were battoo much enclined of themfelves to lay hold 


} diciz Catholi- of the frit tavourabic. opportunity to fhake off the Englih Yoke, 
corum, 7» 2+ which one ot their own * Writers confeles, when he fays, That fince 
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f fair an occafion of recovering their Liberty, as the Mifunderftan- 
ding between the King and Parliament prefented it ieit, they refol- 
wed to {hake off the heavy Yoke, under which the whole Nation had groaned 
“r above an Hundred years. Befides the Reafons I have atledged in 
Sir Roger Manly’s Abttract, which are in {ub{tance to be found in our 
Author’s Apparatus, before the fecond part of his Hiltory, I have 
met in ic with feveral others that deferve to be taken notice of.1.That 
the Irifh began the Maffacre; for, the Rebellion broke out on the 
23d of OF ober, 1640. and the Slaughter at Magee did not happen till 
the latter end of November, in revenge of the many Murders com- 
mitted by the Irfh upon the Scots. 2dly, That they had never lets 
caufe to rebel, chan at that time; for, they themfclves confefs, that 
in moft places of the Kingdom * /sbere, quiete © p.resfice pollideban: 
manfionibus, they enjoy’d their Huabitations freely, quietly, and peaceably. 
sdiy. That thofe who make the King privy to this abominabie Plot, 
do the Irjh greater fervice than they are aware of ; for, if they had 
the King’s Commitlion for what they did, they might be Robbers 
and Murderers, but not Rebels, and confequently the forfeiture of 
their Eftates for a Rebellion, whereof they could not be guilty, 
would be unjyult and void, and chofe that enjoy them would be bound 
to make Reltitution. 4rb/y, The Pretences of the Supreme Council 
of the Frifh, and their Generals, are but Contradiction and Hypoert- 
fic; for, they made ufe of it even when they fought againft the 
Marqueis of Ormond and His Mayelty’s Army, pretending to main- 
tainthe King’s Prerogatives, while they were actualiy ufurping all 
ofthem, even that of making War and againft himfelf. sth, As 
to the number ot the Proclamations His Mayefty fentto declare them 
Rebels, the Author does averr from authentick Copies of the Lords- 
Juftices and Counceil’s Letter, that they did at firlt write but for 
Twenty Copies, and afterwards they defired that they may have 
Twenty more ; fo that they had the full number they {ent for , and 
all figned with tke King’s own Hand, and fealed with his Signet : 
But this number was more than fufficient, confidering the ufe that 
could be made of thefe Copies, for thef could only ferve to unde- 
ceive thede that doubred whether the King countenane’d the Kebel- 
lon or not; and ’tis manifeft from the Succefs, that not one of the 
Confederates thought he did ; for we do not find that any one ol 
them was converted and drawn trom the Rebeilion by this Precia- 
mation. 6th], Concerning the Lord Axtrim’s Information, beficdes 
that it exprefly clears the King from giving any Conimitlion tor the 
Rebellion, the Author alledges many probable Reaions to make the 
Matter of Fact fufpected, asto any Orders given to that Lord, (2) 
for the feizing of the Cattle ot Dublin. 

-_ Phe 
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The Accefations of Perfidiou/nef and Treachery thrown Upon a Scorch 
Lord and the Covenanters, are the very words of Sir Roger ; and as 
{ donot fee afcer what manner it may foil the Reputation of the 


Scots, or the Polterity of that Noble Lord, fo I cannot underftand 
why an [iiftovian, relating pait events, thould be forbidden to call 


I remember a wile Saying of Her 
which I was told four or five years ago, by a Reverend 
who was then preient: They would incenie Her Royal 


¢ 2 Les { alia 2 rv) ee 
thames bY their OWninanie. 
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Le 
45 again{t the famous Fr. Miniiter Montieur fariexn, who jn 
s Aniwer to Father Adaimburg, that he might the better jutftitie the 
to mation in Scotland, made a very black Repretentation of their 
Y. Adcry. Is it not a fhame, {aid one of the Company, that rhis man, 
otthout any Confideration for your Royal Perfon, fhould dare to throw fuch 
rafnmous Calumuies “pon a Queen trom whom your Royal Hy hie’ is de 
Icended ? No, not. at ail, repiied the Ingenious Princes, for is it mot 
enough that by fuljam Praifes Kings be lulled afleep all thew lives, but mut 
Flattery accompany them to their very Graves? How fhould then Princes 
fear the fudgment of Pofterity,if Hiftoriaws were not allowed to fpeak the 
truth after their death ¢ 
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As to this Hiftory, iris fo well known in the World, and the Au- 
thor’s Reputation fo great, that Ll hardly need to give any Character 
ofthem. It contains the Lives of the Kings of England, trom Henry 
the Second to the end of the Jrijh Rebellion, and then by another 
Hand to the late King Fames,but enlarges moft upon their Atchieve- 
ments in Ireland, relating only by the by their other Pertormances: 
It feems to be written with a great deal of Exactneis and Ingenui- 
ty, for ic is not only colle&ed out of Exghijh but Irih Writers too. 
However, I doubt whether it will pleafe the Popiih Party of that 
Nation, forafmuch as the Author fometimes leaves the Quality ofan 
Hiftorian, to take upon him that of Advocate, (a) in order to lay 
open all the Forgeries of their Authors. 


Burt as tothe Proteftant Intereft in that Kingdom, it could never 
have been aiferted by a better Pen; for, 1. He fhews the Original 
of the nobie!t Families of Ireland, by defcribing the Settlement of 
the Old Euglfh in that Realm, at ics tirft Conquett. 2. He makes 
them remember the Hatred of the Jhb again{t ’em, which indeed 
has been fuperfeded by the Differences of Religion, that fince the 
Reformation have in fome manner united the Englifh and Irifh Pa- 
pilts, but it would foon break out if they got the better of the Pro- 
teftants, and were no more afraid of em; witnefs the Titular Pe 
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(b) who in the Civil Wars, under K. Charles they) 


207 


hop ot Clog her, 
Firit, levyed an Army of meer Irs, and would not fuffer. an Ev-1; parr, p.@. 


glifp Papilt amongft them. 3. He relates a great many pare ticulars 
that difcover the fecret Intrigues of every Reign, whereby It appears, 
that Henry the Second, (c) tor inftance, was as good a P Olitician as (¢) Part 1. 
any one that lives in this Age. A. He relates th c = ticles of the Ac-P» 21, 22 
culation, laid by the Jrifh Commiflioners, again{ft the Earl of Straf- 
ford, (d) by which ’tis evident, that his preatett Crime was, 2 be-| 
ing a reat “Loyalift, and a Clog to the Popifh Rebellion. 
fides, what we have already fia in inftification of K. Char: Wie the 


(d) Part i 


Depofition of Dr. Robert Maxwel, (e) is worthy to be taken Notice / :) Appendix 
the chief CO part 1Lp.45 


of: He had been long intimate with Sir Phelim O Neal, 
Promoter of the Rebeflion, and otten hea rd him fay, That rhe Plot 
had been in his Head five or [ix years befor 2 he could bring it to maturtty, 
ind diffembled himfelf} like a Fool, to Being it about but fince it 
was concluded on by the Catholick Members of theParit i ament, he was 
one of the aft it was communicated to.He heard him alfo fay that the 
major part of the Irifh Committee were Papifts, «and that while the 
Proteitant Menibers retired to a feparate meeting at Chiche/Fer-half, 
rhe remaining Papilts fi; ened a Combinatory Wri iting of this Rebel 
ion in the Te//el. The faid Sir Phelim being asked why he ~ 
ded a Commiilion from the King, and at other times from the Quee 


aniwered, a hat it Ww 2s law; ty] i th CM a the P api! ts) fo anise 
wibat they ‘could in adv wees of t) heir C, 
Indeed it muft be conteffed, that the Difcontents, which at laft 


proke Out } a a Civil War 
iw ine ’s lad ul Sec’ for ! 
leatt C Caufes that cont: 
year 1626, to get Mi 


had been long tomented before : The 
Irifh Papilts was undoubtedly none of the 
ed to His > Mayelty’s s unhappy Fate. In the 


y from the Irijh Parsiament, it was propotd 


tointroduce (f ) a more publick Coieration of the Roman-Catho! lick | ee 
hale. si ({) Part i. 
Religion, but the P eftant Archbishops and Bi shops unanimoufly oppo. 43) 44 
F = ] ¢ + i ; ehlaspie- e! - } ’ = 
led it, and fabicribs} a Prorettation, whereby they vote , That the 
Relition of tne ra ws 'uder/Pitio+rs and idolatrons. nyt Faith and Do- 
c> i i 
y ] . 
éfrine erroneo.ts and etical and their Church, inrel} reg} of b v th, ape, artical 
{ .. na r ‘“ . 
Whence they con led, os uch a Toleration is a srievous Sin : 
; } ’ ak cy = se” fo | \ > elate 2 f 
The Commons oi noland tol.ow ing the Ze al of thofe Prelates, drew 
up a Remonttranc. to fie King, in which they reprelent, ‘That the 
Poth Relicion was cub! m-otelled im exery part | 1, thai 
Vea fh ELSE £077 aD off. Mu ar CLC LB E ver) Fr art rela 1ic and Phith 
, : 
AMona/ter tes and Nw ; Sf Were thre TE ROW ly CV OCT Cu «¢ ats re plenifhed wilh - 
faries Of DOL ) Sexe $5 3 bia ) would be of vil COn feque NCC, UMBLE 2 mere | |CA/0- 
— < nenlt enrns, ald 4 a: > 3] \ x oO { Pz 
VIOY reDre/T i WO 0OIG 6Nd ZOALOus STeps, worthy OF 900d Latrio 
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— Be. P» 95,66, ewe 
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but, Would it not have been altogether as prudent to have given 
lis Majclty five or fix Subfidies : for, thofe couragious Proteftation. 
and Remonttrances did not fupply his Wants ? And to with-holg 
Moncy from a King, and then tell him that he gets it by unlawfy] 
means, {Zens to me a little too hard. 


To relieve the Reader after thefz ferious Reflections, I shall finihh 
1 


ail with two diverting Stories. (zg) ‘Towards the latter end of 


Queen Flizabeths Reign, one O Rourk, a Rebel that was fent into 
Englund, refuled to bow his Knee to Her Mayelty, and being asked 


the reafon of it, he anfwered, That he was not ufed to bow: How! 
not to Images! fays an Engljh Lord. Ay, but replied O Roark, there is 
agreat deal of difference between your Queen and the Images of the Saints, 
Atterwards he gravely peticioned the Queen, not for Life or Pardon, 
but that he might be hanged with a Gad or a With, after his own. 
Country fafhion ; which was doubtlefs readily granted him. ’Tisa 
great deal of pity that this Ir(h General did not live in the ancient 
Grecian Or Roman times, for ’tis likely he would have been accounted 
an Hiro, as wellas thofe that refufed to bow to the great Monarch 
of Per/iz. 





my 


— 


Lisa 
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MEAXIZESEK. Concio de aterno Chrifti facer dotio, in vifitatione C4- 
thedrali 2% peaxgpit« Sechi Epi/copi Salisburienfis habita ; per JOS. KEL- 
SEY, ejufdem Ecclefie prebendarium. Mel. hifedeck ; Of, a Sermonon 
Heb. vi. 20. COncerning the Eternal Priefthood of Chrift. gre, 
Lond. for Walter Kettilby,169 1. fh. 5. 


H E accuracy ofthe Stile, and the importance of the Matter 
empted me to read this Sermon ; and as I do not repent it, 
fy wili it not, I fuppofe, give an ingenious Reader any regret to pe- 
nde the following Abftract. 
Divines moft commonly make three Queftions concerning Melchi- 
re 1. Who he was? 2. What kind of Pr ielthood he exercifed ? 
_ And how Chrift is a Prieft after his Order 


I Mr. Kel/ey refutes the Opinion of the Fews, who tell us, AZelchi- 
eck was Sem the Son of Noah, for, his Genealogy is related in the 
f sons ires: Whereas Afelc heledie 3 is {aid to be: without Father, Mo- 
. er, or defcent, Heb. vii. 3. ( T he fame Reatfon deftroys the Opinion 
fa modern Author * Monf’* Furies, who takes Cham tor this King of 
S lem.) Add to this, that Lei could not be faid to have paid Tithes 
in Abrabam to another of his Predeceffors, as Sem was; and that to 
make the H. Apoftle argue confequently, it muft needs be fuppofed, 
that Me Iebiledbe was of another Family, Befides, Sem could not be 
King of Salem, fince in the divilion of the Earth the Country of Ca- 
naan fell to the Pofterity of Cham. 

The Opinion of Cunaus, tho’ he was never " great a man, is h ard- 
ly worth confuting : He would have Melchifedec to be. our Saviour 
himtelf; but St. Paw! does not f£ ay of that King that he was the Son 
of God, but that he w at made Tike unto bim: - Kind who ‘can imagine 
that the figure az nd the thing reprefented by it are but one and “the 


fame, unlefs he believes Tranfab{tantiation : > 

And ad our Au th or follows the common Sentiment: That 
Melchiledee was really a Man, King and t ounder of Salem, the fame 
City 


that was afterw ok enlarged by David, and named Fersfaler. 
He was High-Prieft, for the Sacerdotal Dignity was in thofe times 
united with the Patriarchal or Royal, and defe ended with the Sove- 
fagn Authority trom the Chief of the Family to his eldeftSon. Heis 
; cal. 
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called, Prieft of the Mot High, that is, of the true God, for the God of 
the ews was known under that name, even amongit the Heathens 
as appears by Dan. iv. 2. 
Errors, as well as other ills, encreafe by degrees, and we ought nor 
to imagine, that foon after the death of Nozh Mankind univertally tel] 
into the deepeft Idolatry : No, 1¢ came in by Steps, and ’tis likely 
there were.at firft as many Variances as there are amongit us ; fome 
utterly difapproving the fuperfticious Cuftoms that were intreduced 
by others. Of this number was our Me/chifedec, who {tridtly obfer. 
ved the Primitive Religion, and the feven Precepts of Noah, for 
which reafon he came to congratulate Abraham, for his defeating the 
five idolatrous Kings; and this Patriarch had fo great a Reverence 
for him, that he gave him the Tithes of all the Spoils, to be employ. 
ed to the Worthip of their common God. True Religion was not ‘at 
that time altogether corrupted, and we fee that feveral Kings and 
Princes, as Abimeleca, Pharaoh, Laban,knew the Living God fo far, as 
that he vouchfated to reveal himfelf to them,yet there was {till fome 
mixture of Idolatry amongit’em ; but our Adelchifedec was free from 
thefe Stains, and withal fo pure in his Faith, and fo holy in his Con- 
verfation, that he delerved to become a Type of the Son of God. 


TT. Having difcover’d the Religion of Melchifedec, twill not ke 
hard to preye the Excellency of his Priefthood above that of Aaron: 
The firft was a Prieft of the Natural Law, whole Conftitutions can- 
not be changed, as being grounded upon eternal Truths, proceeding 
from the Immutability ot God, and the Effence of created Beings, 
fiich as arc the Homage we are indebted to our fovereign Creator, 
the love we ought to bear to our Neighbours, which are his Crea 
cures as well as we,¢%c. Whereasthe fecond was Prieft of a Pofitive 
Law, confifting of fo many Ceremonies, Puriiications, Offerings, Sa 
crifices, @vc. that it was not poflible fuch a numerous Collection of 
fo critical Rites could be obferv’d by all Mankind, and therefore it 
feem’d only or chiefly intticuted to diftinguifh from others chat Peo- 
ple in whofe Fofom the Ae/fiah was to be born ; and confequentl 
ought to be abolifh’'d, when God fhould vouchfafe to re-unite all Nat- 
ons under one {piritual Head, and reltore the Primitive Reijigion « 
the Warld. 


ITF. But this does not wholly clear the difficulty, How te 
Priéhthood of Melchifec c Wasa figure ot that C hrift Or, Why th 
King was chofen to bea Type . 
of the Patriarchs : Towhich may be anfwered, 1. That d&lebieo 
Was cminent among the Priefts of the Natural Law, as being not ¢ 


of our Saviour, rather than any ot 


~ 4 me 
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ly an Oppofer of Idolatry, but the Founder of anew Kingdom, and 


che Reformer of his People. 2. His Name, and that of his capital 
Uy are my {tical, fignitying Kmg of F ufFice, and King of Pe: ace. 

. Though he was fo great a man, yet his Genealogy is not related 
in the facr ed Raoks of the Hebrews : & thofe Characters are .emi- 
nency to be found in our Redeemer. 1. He came into the World, 
and began efhicacioully its Reformation, when the Pharifees had cor- 

rupted ‘the Moral Law, and Natural Re ‘ligion was like to be flitted 
in the fuperftitious Worlhip of daily -encre afing Idols; when the 
Sadduces were introducing Achcifin among the Te ws, and the Epicu- 


rean Philofophers among the Heathens. He is the tnie King of 


Jultice and Peace, having reconciled us rah God his Father, by fa- 
tistying his Juftice. And thofe two Vertues fhould have an abfolure 
dom nion over the Earth, were his Gofpel followed: At leaft, he 
has brought things fo far, that his principal Precepts have been infer- 
ted mito ‘the Civil Laws, and that the worft of men have an exteriour 
Reverence for fuftice and Honetty. 3. Though he was the right 
King of I/rael by Defcent, and the Soveraign of the World by his 
Divine Nature, yet he appeared 3 in fuch acon temprtible ftate, that his 
trae Genealogy was hardly known, which he did efpecially for this 
reafon, that he would not force his Doctrine into the Hearts of Men 
by his Power and Authority, but perfwade it by its own reafonable- 
nefS ; that fo being rejected by the pr ejudic ‘d “fews, hemight accom- 
nlith ‘the Myftery of our Redemption. But after all, Melchifedec,tho’ 
never fo holy and great a Reformer, was but a thadow of our Saviour: 

And’tis no great matter, whether he offer’d Bread and Wine or li- 
ving Creatures, nor whether he ufed no other Sacrifices than thofe of 
the Chriftians, wz Pray ers and Thankigiving ; for when all is done, 
he {till falls fhort of the unvaluable Sacrifice ‘of Chrift, who thed his 
own Blood for the Remitiion of our Sins, and the Redemption of his 
Enemies. 

Thofe thar thall take the pains to compare the Book with this 
Extract, will find fome things m1 the laft that are not in the firft - 
But as I never defigned the fervile Drudgery of bare Abridgments, fo 
aningenious Reader will not, I Hope, find ainifs fuch pertinent hints 
as may ferve both for his diverfion and the clearing of the Sub. 


pect. 


N 


Zia 








Booxs for the following Month. 


G IR Roger L’Eftrange’s Collection of Fables. Fol, 
WJ Dr. King’s Bifhop of Derry ; the ftate of the Proteftants in Ireland, 
under the late K. James, 450. forR. Clavell. 

N. Tate. An Historical Vindication of the Female Sex. For Saunders in 
he New Exchange. 

P.M. The Gentleman's Fournal s or, The Monthly Mifcellany. Confifting 


af News, History, Pailofophy, Mufick, Tranflations, ce. 


Newly printed for Tho. Bennet, 


N Emoirs of the Court of Spain; Englifl’d by Mr. Tho. Brown. 

: A Sermon preach d bef ore the King and Queen at Whitehall 
Nov. 29. 1691, by the Right ne Father in God Edward Lord Be- 
fhop of Worcefter. 

A Sermon preached before the Honourable Houle of Commons on the 26th 
of November, being the day of Thank[giving, by W. Jane, D. D. Dean of 
Gloucelter, and Chaplain to Their Mayefties. 

Toxo Sermons preached before the Queen at Whitehall ; by R. Méggot 
D. D. Dean of Winchelter, and Chaplaim to Their Majesties. 

A Sermon preached at the Cathedral of Worcetter the laft Faft-Day, by 
William Talbot, D. D. Dean of Worcetter. 

Librorum manufcriptorum in duabus Infignibus Bibliothecis ; alte- 
ra Tenefoniana Londinig altcra Dugdaliana Oxonii Catalogus. Laid 
E.G. printed at the Theatre. 


In the PRESS, 


Sermons and Difcourfes upon feveral occafions, by G. Stradling, D. D. 
late Dean of Chichelfter. 

The Life of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, men!) writ in French by the 
LP OMS Mon/ieur and Madam Dacier ; together with an Introduction con 
cerning the Excellency of Aforal Phifcsc phy, made Eng lifh by a Perfon ¢f 


Gisatiit we 





